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Deans of Nursing, Health Professions 
to step down 
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The deans of Grand Valley 's health and nursing colleges are stepping down from their respective posts, but they will continue their 
ties to the university. 
Phyllis Gendler, dean of the Kirkhof College of Nursing, and Jane Toot, dean of the College of Health Professions, will leave their 
positions when new deans are selected. Searches for both positions are underway. 
Gendler joined Grand Valley 's faculty in 1973 and was named dean in 2001. In her new role, 
she said she plans to work with nursing faculty members to continue developing the college 's 
gerontology initiatives and give more attention to osteoporosis research. 
She and other nursing faculty members began researching the effects of osteoporosis on the 
elderly in 1986. In the '90s, they published three instruments for researchers to test subjects ' 
knowledge, health beliefs and perceived self-efficacy for exercise and calcium intake to 
improve bone health. 
"These instruments have since been used throughout the world and been translated into four 
different languages," she said, adding more than 300 researchers have made requests . "Now, 
our original project is more than 21 years old, and it's evolved to move more toward prevention 
in children." Gendler assists these researchers in the use and modification of the instruments for 
different cultures and age groups. 
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Phyllis Gendler, left, and Jane Toot will leave 
their respective positions as deans of the 
colleges of Nursing and Health Professions 
when new appointments are made. 
She said their research may receive more attention through an initiative with Grand Rapids Medical Education and Research Center 
for Health Professions. MERC, a consortium comprised of Grand Valley, MSU College of Medicine, Spectrum Health and Saint 
Mary 's Health Care, is collaborating to further research on osteoporosis in West Michigan. It has the potential to be interdisciplinary, 
she said, with support for the project from the health professions programs and nursing. 
Gendler said she will continue to be active in the West Michigan Nursing Advisory Council, an affiliate of the 12-county Alliance for 
Health in Grand Rapids. The grassroots group organized in 2000 and is now considered a best practice model in Michigan for 
collaboration and for helping address the nursing shortage. 
Toot, a faculty member since 1991, was named dean of the College of Health Professions in 2004 after serving as its director. In her 
new role, she plans to teach Honors College courses within the College oflnterdisciplinary Studies and work part-time for University 
Development, exploring opportunities to create an endowment and more scholarships within health professions programs. 
She is also interested in helping develop a gerontology certificate or specialized program, which could have interest from many 
majors including social work, business, nursing and health professions. When she lived in Massachusetts, Toot was director of a day 
program for senior citizens that included an Elderhostel. 
Toot plans to stay active in exchanges with the China-Japan Friendship Hospital. For several years, she has led students and 
community health practitioners on trips to China and hosted visitors from that country. Linked with that is Toot' s interest in 
exploring development of a master's-level program in Eastern medicines. 
"It's natural with the Wege Center here. I see it as a program that would be in conjunction with typical Western medicines," she said. 
Under her leadership, the College of Health Professions has expanded to become the largest cluster of allied health programs in 
Michigan. It includes Clinical Laboratory Science, Health Professions, Radiologic and Imaging Sciences, Occupational Safety and 
Health Management, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, Physician Assistant Studies and Therapeutic Recreation. 
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Community Research Institute 
releases nonprofit study 
Page 2 of2 
The economic impact of nonprofits in West Michigan is on the rise. The Community Research Institute (CRI) at the Dorothy A. 
Johnson Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership at Grand Valley conducted studies of the impact of nonprofits on the 
economy in Kent, Ottawa, Muskegon and Newaygo counties. 
Nonprofits are widely acknowledged to create societal benefits. It is less widely known that the sector provides critical economic 
benefit at all levels of the local, state, and national economies. 
The economic impact of nonprofits is estimated at $2.2 billion in Kent County; $650 million in Ottawa County; $385 million in 
Muskegon County; and $165 million in Newaygo County. 
The reports quantify the diverse nonprofit sector and measure how large an impact it has on the West Michigan economy. The 
research team for this study used data from a number of sources, including the IRS, the U.S. Department of Commerce, and the U.S. 
Department of Labor. 
"Nonprofit organizations have long been recognized for contributing to the high quality of American life, but few people grasp the 
enormous economic consequences of their activities," said Joel Orosz, distinguished professor of Philanthropic Studies at Grand 
Valley. "This study from the Johnson Center's Community Research Institute will open a lot of eyes to this vital contribution to our 
communities and our economy." 
The report is available online at http://www.gvsu.edu/ jq:~/ by clicking on "Community Research Institute." 
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Across Campus 
Summer camp information online 
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Are you looking for summer camps and programs for your school-age children? Visit the Work Life Connections Web site, 
htt ://www. 0 vsu.edu/worklife, for listings of day and overnight camps at Grand Valley and throughout the Grand Rapids area. 
For more information, contact Sue Sloop at sloops@gvsu.edu. 
Public Safety posts severe weather information 
The Department of Public Safety has posted information online about severe spring weather. Visit http://www.gvsu.edu/publicsafety 
and click on "Emergency Preparation" to learn more about what to do during a tornado warning and view the listing of designated 
safe areas. 
WGVU completes first online auction 
After more than three decades on television, WGVU recently completed its first online auction. 
Nearly 1,000 people registered to bid on auction items. The auction raised $60,000, according to Pamela Holtz, WGVU marketing 
manager. 
"This year's new format allowed bidders to visit the site 24 hours a day, giving them much more time to peruse items and make their 
selections," she said. "We saw better results on items like vacation packages and furniture, because potential bidders could see the 
items for 10 days online, rather than just a few moments on TV." 
'Roll-through' acquaints staff with wheelchairs 
To learn what it's like to navigate campus in a wheelchair, staff members and 
contractors from area construction and architectural firms participated in a "roll-
through," riding through the Allendale Campus on wheelchairs. 
Kathleen Vanderveen, director of Disability Support Services, said the May 7 event 
was organized by the Organization for the Advancement of Students with Disabilities 
and DSS. Participants navigated building hallways, hills and classrooms. 
Grand Valley staff members who participated included Jirn Bachmeier, vice president 
for Finance and Administration; Lynn Blue, vice provost and dean of Academic 
Services; Bob Brown, assistant director for Facilities Planning; and Sulari White, 
director of Pre-Major Program. Participating firms were Design Plus, Integrated 
Architecture and Pioneer Construction. 
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At left, Kathleen VanderVeen, director of Disability Support 
Services, addresses volunteers who participated in a wheelchair 
roll-through of the Allendale Campus May 7. 
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Mock disaster 
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Emergency responders treat a ' victim' during a mock disaster 
May 2 at the Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences. More 
than 30 emergency workers participated. Physician assistant 
studies students played vicitrns and health professions faculty 
members observed the drill. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
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Ron Dahlin, Meadows golf course superintendent, was interviewed by Golf Course Management for a story about renewable resources 
being used on golf courses, such as biodiesel fuels in maintenance equipment. 
Kevin R. den Dulk, assistant professor of political science, was interviewed by WOOD-AM for a story about the death of the Rev. Jerry 
Falwell. 
Grand Valley' s Sustainability Initiative and the city of Grand Rapids were featured in the online publication Our Green Cities. 
Sketches 
Social work faculty members Joan Borst, Scott Berlin, Dianne Green-Smith and Keesha Plowden participated in the Social Work 
Curriculum Training Project, sponsored by the National Institute of Alcohol and Addictions at the University of Chicago. 
Tom Butcher, university counsel, received the Distinguished Service Award from the National Association of College and University 
Attorneys. The award recognizes members who have given extraordinary service to NA CUA and institutions of higher learning. 
John Weber, associate professor of geology, gave a presentation, "Active Deformation at the Northeastern Comer of the Adria-Europe 
Collision Zone," with colleagues at the University of Ljubljana at the European Geophysical Union meeting in Vienna, Austria. 
Jeanine Biese, assistant professor of occupational therapy, gave presentations, "Challenging Hand Conditions," at Battle Creek Health 
Systems, and "Conservative Management of Upper Extremity Nerve Compressions," at Mary Free Bed Grand Rounds. 
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy, gave a presentation, "Life as Aesthetic Creativity and Appreciation : Confucian Aim of Leaming," at 
the American Philosophical Association Central Division meeting in Chicago. 
Gordon Alderink, associate professor of physical therapy, was appointed to a two-year term as secretary of the Commission for Motion 
Laboratory Accreditation. He was also recognized by the Mayo School of Health Sciences Alumni Association for his service as an 
outgoing board member (2004-07). 
Marshall Battani, associate professor of sociology, gave a presentation, "Boundaries and Borders: Prolegoman to a Postlude," at the 
annual meetings of the Midwest Sociological Society in Chicago. 
Al Steinman, director of the Annis Water Resources Institute, gave a presentation, "Computer Modeling and Sustainability Indicators," at 
a Holland town hall meeting, Managing Diversions from Our Great Lakes. 
Joel Stillerman, associate professor of sociology, co-wrote an article, "Globalization and the Latin-American Workplace," for an issue of 
International Labor and Working-Class History. 
Matt Cooper, research assistant at the Annis Water Resources Institute, joined the editorial board of the Canadian Journal of Pure and 
Applied Sciences. 
Russell Rhoads, associate professor of anthropology, chaired a session, "Anthropology as a Tool for Education," and gave a presentation, 
"Transforming Student Leaming on Religion and Culture," at the Society for Applied Anthropology annual conference in Tampa, Florida. 
He gave a presentation, "The Michigan Ganges: The Story of the Universal Mother," at the Central States Anthropological Society annual 
meeting in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Mary Anna Kruch, assistant professor of English, presented and chaired a presentation, "Supporting Diverse Learners Through the 
Reading Workshop," with five students at the Bright Ideas Literacy Conference at Michigan State University. 
WGVU Productions received second place in the News Programming or Documentary category at the International Wheel A wards, 
sponsored by Detroit Press Club Foundation, for "High Gear 2006." It received third place from the International Film and Video Festival 
for "Hope College Christmas Vespers 2006." 
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Diane Purgiel brings more than 25 years of experience in fundraising to her new position as director of gift planning for University 
Development. 
She had been director of corporate and foundation relations and assumed new duties in April, following the retirement of John 
Heerspink, Grand Valley 's first director of planned giving. 
"John was such an expert, with a 27-plus-year career in planning giving, and he built a solid program," she said. "I'm going to 
continue to grow it, not with drastic changes but by building on the success." 
Gift planning includes helping people establish private scholarships or endowed 
chairs through financial options such as bequests, gift annuities and other avenues. 
Purgiel said it's not often the first thing on people 's minds when they consider 
investments, but doing so shows "a sign of confidence in the university and its 
programs." 
"Many of our donors didn't attend Grand Valley, but they feel like it's their regional 
university and they know Grand Valley is a good community partner," she said. 
That's evident by the more than 200 privately funded scholarships the university 
offers to students. In March, a record crowd of 450 attended the Scholarship 
Celebration Dinner. 
Purgiel began working at Grand Valley in 2001, following other development 
positions in Michigan and California, including establishing a planning giving 
program for an AIDS Hospice. While fundraising occurs in a myriad of settings -
from large and small nonprofits to large corporations - Purgiel said there is a 
common factor: stewardship. 
"Stewardship is so important. Donors are so important and we are so grateful for 
their gifts; we have to be good stewards by reporting back to them how their gift 
impacted students and the university, and demonstrate our sincere appreciation," she said. 
When she's away from work, Purgiel enjoys reading and gardening. 
Diane Purgiel 
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What's Ahead 
Irwin Fund Golf Outing set 
The 35th annual Irwin Athletic Fund Golf Outing & Social is set for Thursday, June 7, at the Meadows. 
Page 1 of 2 
Registration will run from 6:30 a.m. to 1: 15 p.m. Teams of four can choose a morning (7:30 a.m.) or afternoon (1 :30 p.m.) tee time. 
Cost for faculty and staff members is $100 for 18 holes. Proceeds from the scramble benefit the Charles H. Irwin Athletic Fund. 
A continental breakfast will be served from 6:30-7:15 a.m. and lunch will be from 12:30-1:30 p.m. Guests can attend the luncheon 
only for $25. There will also be a cash bar/hors d'oeuvres at 6:30 p.m. 
The deadline to register is May 25. Questions can be directed to the Athletic Office at x18800. 
New Music Ensemble to give 
local performance of NY concert 
Members of Grand Valley's New Music Ensemble, directed by Bill 
Ryan, will give a free local performance of the concert they have been 
invited to perform in New York. 
The group will perform at the 20th anniversary of the prestigious Bang 
on a Can Marathon in New York City June 2-3. The Grand Valley 
community is encouraged to attend an open rehearsal on Thursday, 
May 31, at 4:30 p.m. in the Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts 
Center. They will perform Steve Reich's "Music for 18 Musicians," 
which they have recorded for a fall CD release on lnnova Recordings. 
Last October the group traveled to New York City to attend a Steve 
Reich Festival. In addition to lectures, other concerts and workshops, 
they met with several members of Reich's ensemble to discuss 
strategies for performing the work, and were able to meet with Reich 
backstage. 
"Just to watch how the ensemble interacted on stage and floated 
Members of the New Music Ensemble will preview tl1eir New York concert 
for the Grand Valley community on May 31, 4:30 p.m. in the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre. 
between the instrumental parts was fascinating," Ryan said. "We were all furiously making notes in our scores for our own 
performance." 
Widely regarded as one of the most influential composers of the 20th-century, Reich's music draws from not only Western classical 
music, but from the structures, harmonies, and rhythms of non-Western and American vernacular music. 
For more information about the GVSU New Music ensemble, contact Ryan at ryanwi@gvsu.edu or x13087, or visit 
h!J:p: //www.newmusicensemble.org. 
Farmer's Market to return to campus 
The GVSU Farmer's Market, sponsored by Work Life Connections, will return to campus every Wednesday from June 13-August 22 
(except July 4). Hours will be 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in parking lot Fon the Allendale Campus. 
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A variety oflocally grown produce, homemade salsa, breads, and flowers and plants will be available. New this year, each week will 
have a different theme and participants can enjoy food demonstrations, music and health and wellness information from Campus 
Recreation. 
University Club hosts night at Berlin Raceway 
Join the University Club for a barbecue picnic at the Berlin Raceway in Mame June 13. 
Participants can enjoy the race from the WBG Deck (tum two) from 6:30-8 p.m. Refreshments include hot dogs, hamburgers, 
bratwurst, salad, dessert and soda. Tickets are $35 for adults and $27 for kids 3-12. 
Space on the private deck is limited to 100 people; RSVP by June 8 by sending an e-mail to Kim Schmidt at schmidtk@gvsu.edu or 
calling x13592. 
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